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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, PU, UN, OAU 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

1. ON AUGUST 16 NEW LEADER OF PAIGC, ARISTEDES PEREIRA, 
ARRIVED IN LAGOS FOR PURPOSE OF BRIEFING GOWON ON LATEST 
DEVELOPMENTS REGARDING LIBERATION STRUGGLE IN GUINEA 
BISSAU. UPON HIS ARRIVAL IN LAGOS PEREIRA AT AIRPORT 

PRESS CONFERENCE REPORTEDLY ANNOUNCED THAT GUINEA BISSAU 
WOULD BE DECLARED INDEPENDENT "ANY TIME THIS YEAR" IN 
KEEPING WITH THE PROMISE OF LATE AMILCAR CABRAL. 

2. DURING PRESS CONFERENCE HE SAID THAT NATIONAL ELECTIONS 
HAD BEEN HELD IN GUINEA BISSAU AND THAT OTHER CONDITIONS 
NECESSARY FOR PROCLAMATION OF INDEPENDENCE HAD BEEN 
FULFILLED. 

3. COMMENT: IN ADDITION TO BRIEFING GOWON ON 
SITUATION, IT POSSIBLE PEREIRA ALSO SEEING HIM WITH 
VIEW OBTAINING EARLY FMG AND OAU RECOGNITION OF 
INDEPENTENT GUINEA BISSAU WHEN DECLARATION OF 
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INDEPENCENCE IS MADE. IT ALSO POSSIBLE THERE WILL BE 
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DISCUSSION OF STRATEGY FOR FORTHCOMING UNGA 
IN VIEW PROJECTED VISIT BY GOWON TO UN IN HIS CAPACITY 
AS OAU CHAIRMAN. 

4. WHILE NO SPECIFIC DATE HAS BEEN ANNOUNCED, CHANCES 
ARE THAT IF INTENTION IS CARRIED OUT, PROCLAMATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE WILL OCCUR DURING 28TH UNGA. THIS WILL 
MOST LIKELY RESULT IN ATTEMPTS BY AFRICAN GROUP IN US 
TO GET GA TO RECOGNIZE INDEPENDENT GUINEA BISSAU. 

REINHARDT 
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